
Stannington Explorers 
EXPLORERS - THE BASICS 

Stannington Explorers operates, like all Explorer Units, at a 

District level. This means that any Explorer can attend any 

Explorer Unit within our District (Hallam). In reality, most 

Explorers choose a Unit and stay there. How is this different to Beavers, Cubs 

and Scouts? They operate on a Group basis with a GSL overseeing the running 

of all 3 sections. All Hallam Explorers are overseen by Hillary Clayton who is 

our DESC, based at District HQ.  

Once a Scout approaches 13 ½ years old they can begin planning their ‘Moving 

on Award’ to the Explorer Unit of their choice.  Most Scouts spend half a term 

attending both Scouts and Explorers, after which they say farewell to their 

Troop and become invested at Explorers. We also take direct entrants into 

Explorers who may never have been in Scouting 

before. All Explorer Units are open to any and all 

young people aged between 14 and 18 years old.  

WHAT WE DO 

Our programme is as varied as the Explorers wish to make it. One big change 

from Scouts is that the Explorers chose the activities they would like to see on 

the programme. The leaders take these ideas and balance them across 6 main 

sections: learning new skills; practising existing skills; social events; explorer 

led (they have the idea and organise the evening); wide games and 

competitions with other Explorer Units. Each of these appear about 6 times 

throughout the year. Most evenings are organised and run by the leaders.  

We try to have one camp per half term, these may be externally organised, 

towards badges or just for us, for fun. Mostly these are outdoor/camping but 

some use indoor accommodation. We also aim to offer Stannington Explorers  

an overseas camp every 2 years. 

Many of our Explorers are working towards Scouting badges and 

DofE Awards, these are all voluntary and supported by the leaders 

where necessary. Anything we do which contributes towards a 

badge is recorded and once the requirements are complete the 

badge awarded. For more information on badges, please see our website. 

WHEN AND WHERE 

We meet at:  

 Stannington Scout Hut 

 Upper Gate Road 

 Stannington 

 Sheffield  

 S6 6BY 

every Thursday during term time, 

from 7:30 to 9:30pm. 

There are many weeks when we are 

out and about, and occasionally we 

will meet on another night, all these 

details can be found on the 

programme which is sent out by 

email, on OSM, our Facebook page 

and website. 

CONTACT US 

stanningtonexplorers@gmail.com 

 

07952786390 

 

stanningtonexplorers.weebly.com 

COMMUNICATION WITH LEADERS 

Most communication will take place 

between the Explorers and leaders on 

a weekly basis with extras and 

reminders being posted on the 

website and Facebook.  

Occasionally we send emails with 

things we think parents need to know 

(and that may not have been passed 

on!) or requesting information.  

If you want to speak to the leaders, 

you can contact us via Facebook, 

email or the phone number in the 

contact us box below. Alternatively, 

pop in and see us at the end of an 

Explorer event to speak to us face to 

face. 

JARGON BUSTER 

District - Many Groups & Units make up a District. For us this is Hallam District 
County - Many districts make up a County. For us this is South Yorkshire 
DC - District Commissioner, the big boss of the District! 
DESC - District Explorer Scout Commissioner, oversees the Explorers for the DC 
GSL - Group Scout Leader, oversees Beavers, Cubs and Scouts within a Group 
DofE - Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
HQ - Head Quarters, for Hallam District this is at Trippet Lane 

VOLUNTEER LEADERS 

Explorer Scout Leader - Michelle Bragg (a.k.a. mevans)  

Assistant Explorer Scout Leaders: 

 

 

We have other adults who volunteer on a more ad hoc basis.  

 If you would ever like to join our team, please get in touch.  

SOMETHING MISSING? 

If you have any suggestions for what 

else could appear in this fact-sheet, 

please get in touch. 

Hannah Little Matt Dowling Scott Szymczak 

Jamie MacInnes Brian Tingle Sam Crookes 



HOW A TYPICAL EVENING WORKS 

We begin the evening standing in a horseshoe formation for flag break, wearing our uniform shirts 

and neckers. Most Explorers wear casual clothes beneath their shirt so that, after flag break, their 

shirt can be removed for the main part of the evening. At the end, we resume uniform for flag down 

and the giving of any notices before the Explorers are dismissed. 

If we are away from the hut, we will still start and end the night in a horseshoe formation, but will only require neckers 

and event appropriate clothing. 

The Unit is split into teams (similar to patrols in Scouts). The Explorers work in these teams for many activities, and 

together earn points. The team with the most points at the end of each term are awarded money towards a social 

event of their choice.  New members are allocated to a team at their first meeting, the current teams are listed on the 

back page. 

Together, the Explorers and leaders have chosen a set of rules (nicknamed the 10 commandments) which we see as the 

key factors in keeping us operating as a solid Explorer Unit. We have also agreed on what actions are worthy of earning 

and losing points for the teams. The most common penalties are for talking when they should be quiet in the 

horseshoe, and failing to notify leaders if they are not attending. The 10 commandments and points details can be 

found on the website and Facebook. 

COSTS 

Subs are £12 per month, payable via OSM - you will be 

asked to input your bank details for the first month, after 

which it is automated. Subs are paid on the 28th of each 

month, to cover membership of Stannington Explorers. 

Subs cover the hire of the Scout Hut and other overheads 

including the annual capitation fee we have to pay to the 

Scout Association for each of our Explorers, which includes 

insurance and training amongst other things. We also use 

subs to discount events and camps where possible. 

The cost of most meetings are covered by subs, however, 

occasionally we need to ask for money towards activities, 

which we would notify you of in advance. On the odd 

occasion we would request that you send specific items 

along to facilitate a particular event, this could be as 

simple as some tin cans or the loan of a spade! We don’t 

usually ask for expensive items. 

Camps and bigger events are priced individually. As a 

rough guide, a DofE expedition would work out around 

£25 for Bronze, £35 for Silver and £45/£60 for Gold 

practice/qualifying including campsites, some equipment 

and a contribution towards reimbursing leader expenses. 

Apex challenge is about £120 per team of 3 or 4. Our 

weekend  to York was £40 including food, accommodation, 

travel and some activities. Trips abroad have been in 

France and Iceland, the prices of which were £750 and 

£1500 respectively. As you can see, these vary hugely. 

None of these activities are compulsory and you would 

have time to discuss and decide well in advance. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT 

All Explorers at Stannington are expected to attend 

meetings wearing an Explorer shirt, which you can 

purchase from the Scout Shop on Trippet Lane in 

Sheffield.  

They also need a necker, in fact 2 neckers. As previously 

mentioned we are a District group so need to have the 

green and grey District necker. (Which you need to buy, 

again from the Scout Shop, or us if we have any in stock) 

Also, they need a Stannington red and double blue 

necker, this will be provided by us and presented at 

investiture.  The two neckers can then be cleverly rolled 

together to show allegiance to both District and Unit.  

Neckers are compulsory at any Stannington Explorers 

event, even when uniform shirts are not necessary. 

Wearing a woggle is a personal choice, friendship knots 

are an alternative way to keep your necker together. 

We will provide badges as and when they need them, 

Explorers should make sure they sew these on promptly.  

We wear our formal shirts for the start and end of each 

evening at the Scout Hut and, for the rest of the night, 

casual wear is recommended.  

When it comes to hikes and weekends away, we have 

some equipment available to lend out, but this is limited 

and it is generally better if Explorers have their own kit, 

that they are familiar with. An example kit list is available 

on the website and Facebook page. 



SAFETY 

The leader team, as already mentioned, vet the programme and have an overall 

responsibility for safety during any Stannington Explorers event. Our leaders are 

extremely experienced in leading the types of activities we offer. 

Naturally, there is an element of risk with any activity and, in Scouting, we tend 

to be more adventurous with the activities we engage in. However, please rest 

assured that all necessary training, permits, qualifications and paperwork are 

taken into consideration before and during any event we lead.  

You will need to complete an on line personal details form before your son or 

daughter will be permitted to attend any events so that we have all the 

information we may need in the unlikely event of an accident.   

I almost always carry an additional mobile phone when on Explorer events, the 

number of which is in the ‘contact us’ box. It is not usually switched on when I 

am not at Explorers, but you can send a text which I will pick up next time it is.  

DUKE OF EDINBURGHS & CHIEF/QUEEN SCOUT’S AWARDS  

DofE is not part of the Scouting programme as a matter of course, however is very similar in requirements to the Chief 

Scout’s and Queen Scout’s Awards. Some would argue that DofE holds more weight with employers and Further/Higher 

Education establishments, however Queen Scout’s is actually higher! Anyone who achieves a Bronze, Silver or Gold 

DofE will be encouraged to complete the small extra requirement to ensure they also receive their Queen/Chief Scout’s 

Award.  

The basic requirements are: 

Bronze (14+ years old) -> Chief Scout’s Diamond 

 
  

Silver (15+ years old) -> Chief Scout‘s Platinum 

 
  

Gold (16+ years old) -> Queen Scout’s 

 
 

There is a small charge to enrol on each level of the DofE scheme.  

Mevans also runs a group called HEXNET, who are providing the training and opportunities for Explorers in Hallam 

District to do their DofE and CSA/QSA.  

HEXNET meet at Trippet Lane Scout Hall approximately once every 2 months.  

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition 

3 months 3 months 3 months Plan, train for and undertake a 2 day, 1 night expedition. 

All participants must undertake a further 3 months in the Volunteering, Physical or Skills sections. 

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition 

6 months 
One for 6 months and 
the other for 3 months 

Plan, train for and undertake a 3 day, 2 night expedition. 

Direct entrants  (not completed Bronze) must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer 
of the Physical or Skills sections. 

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition Residential 

12 months 
One for 12 months and 
the other for 6 months 

Plan, train for and undertake 
a 4 day, 3 night expedition. 

A shared activity in a residential setting away 
from home for 5 days and 4 nights. 

Direct entrants (not completed Silver) must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer of 
the Physical or Skills sections. 

YOUNG LEADERS' SCHEME 

A number of 

Stannington Explorers 

are also Young 

Leaders for earlier 

sections in Scouting.  

The Young Leaders' Scheme helps 

Explorer Scouts to develop and 

grow as individuals. It allows them 

to make a valuable contribution to 

their community and give service 

to others. The scheme also helps 

them fulfil the service elements of 

their DofE and Scout awards. 



OUR EXPECTATIONS 

Explorers is the last stage of Scouting before 

adulthood, in light of this, most communication will be 

with the Explorers themselves and we expect them to 

be responsible young adults.  

They will often be remotely supervised and have 

minimal contact with leaders. We expect that they rise 

to this and behave appropriately.  

Should the Explorers need to know something, or be 

unsure, the onus is on them to contact a leader and 

find out. They can either do this at an Explorer event 

or from home via email, Facebook or text message. 

At any time when we are meeting as Stannington 

Explorers, there needs to be an understanding that not 

only are the Explorers representing our Unit, but 

Scouting in general and should uphold the good name 

and reputation of both. 

We expect that once a young person has committed to 

being an Explorer at Stannington, they will attend the 

majority of meetings. It is important that an Explorer 

notifies us as soon as they know that they cannot 

attend an event, big or small.  

There may be some events which are compulsory, 

these will be marked clearly on the programme.  

THE SCOUT PROMISE 

On my honour, I promise that I will do my best 

To do my duty to God and to the Queen, 

To help other people 

And to keep the Scout Law. 

 

THE ALTERNATIVE SCOUT PROMISE 

On my honour, I promise that I will do my best 

To uphold our Scout values, to do my duty to the Queen,  

To help other people  

And to keep the Scout Law. 

 

THE SCOUT LAW 

A Scout is to be trusted. 

A Scout is loyal. 

A Scout is friendly and considerate. 

A Scout belongs to the worldwide family of Scouts. 

A Scout has courage in all difficulties. 

A Scout makes good use of time and is careful of possessions 

and property. 

A Scout has self-respect and respect for others. 

 

THE SCOUT MOTTO 

Be Prepared 

LIFE AFTER EXPLORERS 

After Explorers turn 18 years old they can move on to 

Network, for adults between the ages of 18 and 25. 

The Hallam District group is called Grindstone 

Network.  

Also, after a 6 month break from Stannington 

Explorers, individuals can chose to come back as a 

leader and work towards gaining their wood beads. 

FACEBOOK AND WEBSITE 

On Facebook search: ‘Stannington Explorers’ then 

request to join the group, leaders will be notified 

and asked to approve the request.  

The group content is hidden from non-members so 

discussions can take place amongst our Explorers,  parents 

and leaders along with allowing photos to be shared less 

publicly. 

Leaders mainly use this page to give updated information 

and remind Explorers of notices given, in addition to sharing 

photos and videos of past events.  

 

We will also post updates and information on our website:

   

stanningtonexplorers.weebly.com 

 

BOX YET TO BE FILLED! 
 

THANK YOU 

Without your support and input we could not run a 

successful Explorer Unit.  So, from the leaders and on 

behalf of the Explorers - Thank you. 


